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Will Technology Unite or Divide Us? The Future of Human Equality

Shitla Prasad Tiwari

We stand at a pivotal moment in human history, yet most of us are
unaware. While we debate on news and social media, a silent revolution
in science and technology is reshaping our existence. The decisions we
make in the next decade will determine whether humanity advances
together or splits into groups with vastly different capabilities.

This is not science fiction, it’s happening in labs and hospitals.
Biotechnology and artificial intelligence (Al) are pushing humans
beyond their biological limits. But access follows an age-old rule: the
wealthy get first dibs, while others wait.

The Cost of Breaking Human Limits

Gene therapies, costing X1-4 crore per patient, now cure once-incurable
genetic diseases. Families spend life savings for survival, not luxury, a
cost as high as a city skyscraper apartment. Soon, these technologies
may extend life to 150 or 200 years, with brain-computer interfaces
boosting memory and thinking speed. Al tools could predict markets,



solve complex problems, and create immense wealth. Who will benefit
first? Those who can pay.

This creates a growing divide. When the rich live twice as long, their
wealth multiplies exponentially. For example, two people start with
equal wealth. An enhanced person lives 150 years, earning 7% annually;
an unenhanced person lives 75 years, earning 6%. The enhanced
person’s wealth far surpasses the other’s, passing this advantage to
descendants, cementing inequality for generations.

The Future Being Built Today

Countries like Singapore and China are investing billions in
biotechnology, but access is mostly for those who can afford private
treatments. Brain-computer interfaces, like those from Neuralink,
already enable paralyzed patients to control computers with thoughts.
Soon, these will enhance healthy individuals, available first to the
wealthy. Historically, death equalized everyone—rich or poor, all aged
and died. Now, purchasable longevity and intelligence could divide
humanity into biological and intellectual classes.

Nations racing to lead in these technologies will leap ahead in
economic, military, and cultural power, potentially creating a
permanent divide between “enhanced superpowers” and “unenhanced
nations.” Efforts to bridge this gap—global health initiatives and ethical
Al frameworks—exist but are fragmented and underfunded. Without
stronger action, the divide will widen, favoring those already in power.

The Cycle of Permanent Elites

Longer lives lead to greater wealth, which funds more enhancements,
creating more wealth. This cycle could make the enhanced class
permanently dominant, based not on titles or land, but on biology and
intelligence.

This future isn’t inevitable. Global cooperation, bold policies, and fair
distribution—like declaring enhancement a universal right or creating
international agreements can ensure benefits reach everyone. We can
use these technologies to uplift humanity or let them become tools of
permanent inequality. Reserving them for a few isn’t progress, it’s our
civilization’s greatest failure.



The next decade’s decisions will shape centuries. If the divide grows too
wide, reversing it may be impossible. We must act now to ensure
humanity’s greatest achievements belong to all, not just a privileged
few. Human equality and our future depend on today’s choices.



